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Dear <insert name of MP>
I support Congo Calling, a campaign that is calling for the UK government to lead on enforcement of pre-existing UN regulations on illicit minerals trade within the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

Illicit or ‘conflict minerals’ from the Congo may well be in my phone, in your phone; this is the paradox of the vital technology that enables our interconnected world. Congo Calling is addressing the unsustainable supply chain of the technology industry, and the unacceptable cost of communication.

Since 1996, over 5 million people have died in the war in the Congo. Senior officers of the national army and rebel groups fight over minerals, and only the powerful few profit from the country’s natural wealth. Warring factions routinely use rape as a weapon of war, which serves to instil fear within communities and destroy women’s confidence in their safety and independence. An estimated 400,000 women are raped every year, and whole areas become depopulated. Countless children are enlisted and made to fight battles they don’t understand and will never benefit from.

Several credible reports by the UN, the OECD and NGOs, like Global Witness, have highlighted the role that the illicit minerals trade plays in fuelling this conflict.

Some progress has been made. On 29 November 2010, the UN Security Council passed a resolution calling for companies to undertake to exclude conflict minerals from their supply chains. It requires that they comply with standards of due diligence to prevent criminal networks from financing their activities. 

To put an end to conflict minerals requires not only the compliance of mining and electronics companies, but also that of the Congolese and other governments in the region, and a recognition of corporate and social responsibility in the demands placed on the Congo’s mineral sector.

Fairtrade food works, as does fairtrade clothing. Fairtrade phones could be the next step, with your help.

The UK, as a powerful international presence, has a crucial role to play in ensuring the proper monitoring and enforcement of the UN standards of due diligence. I therefore urge you to bring this to the attention of the government, and urge it in turn to exert influence on the governments of central Africa to comply with the UN standards.

Today, because of startling advances in technology, I can send an email to the phone in your pocket. Technology gives us a wonderful immediacy of connection, and we all rely on it. I want to be able to make transparent consumer choices that ease the on-going war in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and do not fuel it inadvertently. Regulating the mineral trade will contribute to making this a reality.

I, along with Congo Calling, want people across the United Kingdom and globally to recognise their role in enabling technology to bring a better future to the Congo. We want to see supply chains vigorously regulated by sympathetic governments. We want to raise awareness of the situation in Congo, so that ethical consumer choices have a wide appeal. We want to see the natural wealth of the Congo benefit the people of the Congo, and we want large corporations and corrupt individuals, who exploit both the natural wealth and the people of the Congo for their own gain, to face sanctions.

Please visit www.congocalling.org to learn more about the Congo, and help keep this conversation going.

Yours sincerely
<insert your name>
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